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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PER.OB FOR REPLY ,S SET TO EXPiRE J MONTH(S) PROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.^^ )n no event hovveve , may a rep ,y be ,ime^,.ed 

eaTnedpatent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

IMS] Responsive to communication(s) filed on QlNgmnber2Q04- 

1)I2SI Kespuiwv non-final. . a . 

2a)D This actio, is FINAL. ri .,.'^ l ^ nC e except for forma! matters, prosecution as to the ments ,s 

Disposition of Claims 

*M*I riaim^ 72 76-20 and 24-27 is/are pending in the application. 
AM ^J^^Z- is/are withdrawn fro. consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1_2J^20anm^L is/are rejected. 
7^^ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

SB CalmS ZZ are suhiec, to resmction ahd,or eiectior, requirement. 
Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the t0 by the Examine , 

! 0 )D The drawing(s) filed on .s/aie. a)D accepted or b)U J ^ 1 

>U Appncant may not revest that any objection to js objected to . See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Exam.ner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 nQ(aV(d) or (f). 

12) Q AcKnowredgmen, is made o, a daimforforeign priority under 35 U.S.C. , 1t9(a, 
a \r\A\\ bO Some • c)D None of: . 

s ====== 



Attachment(s) 

1)12 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 
2 □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Rev.ew (PTOf 
3) □ Information Disc.osure Statements) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 
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6) □ Other: 
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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

t. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 37 
CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since m,s application is eligible for 
connnued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely 
paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 
Applicant's submission filed on 11/1/04 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2 . The fo„ow,„gis a V o»n of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. .02 *a< form ,he 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office acnon: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

3. Clarms 12 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Paten, No. 

5,984,679 to Farzin-Nia et al. 

' ,„ regards to datms 12 and 20, Farz.n-Nia e, al. discloses awe (Col. 3, line. 65 - Col. 4, 
„ne 6) havrng approximate., 78% ftanium, ,1.5% molybdenum, 6% zirconium and 4.5% un by 
w e,gh, (Co,. 3, lines 1 - 5; See U.S. Patent No. 5,429,50. to Farzin-Nra e, al. Co.. .4, hnes 14 - 23), 
the we having a proximal end pornon and a drsta, end portton where the d.sta. end pomon is 
tapered to a lesser diameter than the diameter of the proximal end portion (Ftgure .A). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

■ ■ . ♦• n f <K 1 1 S C 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.J>.C. w^a; w. 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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sklU » *e art to which said subject ^ pe^s. Patentable shall not be negatived by the m anne t in whtch the 



invention was 



made. 



5. Claims 12, 16 - 20 and 24 - 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

U.S. Patent No. 4,776,330 to Chapman et al. in vtew of U.S. Patent No. 6,132,389 to Cornish et 



over 
al. 



I„ regards to claims 12, U- 20 and 24 - 27, Chapman e, al. dbcloses a guidewire having 
approx.mately 78% titanium, 11 .5% molybdenum, 6% ionium and 4.5% « by weigh,, but fails ,0 
d.sclose the gu.dewire having a tapered d,stal end portion, a hel.cal CO.. attached ,0 the dista! end, a 
rounded distal tip member on the distal end, a polymery or a hydrophil.c coating. However, 
Cornish et al. discloses a gu.dew.re having a tapered distal end portion (18), a helical co.l (20) 
attached to me d.stal end, a rounded distal tip member (58) on me distal end, a polymer coating and 
a hydroph,l,c coring (Co.. 3, lines 50 - 60). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary sk.l, 
in the art a, the time the invent.cn was made to mod,fy the guidew,re as disdosed by Chapman e, a!, 
to .nclude a tapered distal end portion as taught b, Com.sh et al. in order to increase the flex.bi.ity 
of me d.s.a, end of the guidew,e. .. wou.d have been obv,ous to one havmg ordmary skill .n the ar. 
a, the time the invention was made to modify the gu,dewire as disclosed by Chapman et al. to 
include a hel.cal coil attached to the d,stal end as taught by Cornish et al. .n order to facl.tate 
fluoroscopic view,ngof the dev.ce while ,„ use and to increase the diameter of me d,stal secuon 
w.thou, add.ng substantia, snffness to the section (Co.. 4, Unes 36 - 45). I, would have been 
obvous to one having ord.nary sk,ll ,n the ar, a, the time the invention was made to modify the 
g„,dewire as d.sclosed by Chapman e, a., to mdude a rounded distal tip member on tire d.stal end as 
. taught by Co™* e, al. in order to attach me hel.ca, coi. to the guidew,re and o farmer smooth the 
ration from ,he gu.dewire to the he.ical co,l (Col. 5, Unes 5 - !2). .twould have been obv.ous to 
one bav,ng ordinary skill in the ar, a, me time the invention was made to modify me guidewire as 
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enclosed by Chapman et al. to include a polymeric or a hydrophilic coating as taught by Cornish et 
al. in order to increase the lubricity of the guidewire (Col. 3, lines 50 - 60). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applet's arguments ™th respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in view 

of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jonathan ML Foreman whose telephone number is (571)272-4724. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Fnday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner s supervisor, 
Max Hindenburg can be reached on (571)272-4726. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-d.rect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JMLF / ^^£L^ 



